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cannot but be sorry that you, in your turn, should lose
something of their quality. It would be absurd to
suggest that the war has taken away all lightness of
heart: your spirit is too elastic for that. But the war
does defraud you in some measure of a natural heritage
that should be enjoyed to the full in these quickly passing
years.

That is your loss. But in compensation you have gains
which are also consequences of the war. Let me refer
very briefly to two of these gains.

In the first place, the war has brought about an
increased appreciation of early manhood. There is a
revision of social values; a revision that assigns to
young men and young women a place of greater con-
sideration in the body politic. War teaches us older
folk somewhat sharply what are our own limitations.
It awakens us to what the younger members of society
can do, not simply to their potentiality as the citizens of
the future, but to their capacity for present-day service to
the State. They are recognized as immediately effective,
to a degree that was not understood until the necessities
of war revealed their powers. There has perhaps never
been a time when youth held so high a place in general
esteem. This fact may rightly give you encouragement.
On the other hand, it opens up dangers to which you will
not be blind.

In the second place, you should, I think, reflect that
the war has given you an unexampled opportunity to
shape the world according to your most inspired dreams.
Civilization is to-day profoundly conscious of its failure :
it is eager for amendment. Much of its structure is
shaken and cracked, and must be rebuilt in new patterns.
It is on those who have lately reached or are now reach-
ing maturity that a great part of the task of that re-
building must fall. The world knows itself to be out of